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Week 11: John 9-11
Study Guide for the week of March 14-20, 2011

Personal reflection / journaling exercise

This week spend time reflecting on John 10:1-18, Jesus’ teaching on the Good Shepherd. 

Go through this passage in your Bible and circle or highlight the word “voice”. Can you pick up the phone and recognize the voice of close friends or family members? Can you recognize Jesus’ voice? What are the characteristics of Jesus’ voice? How can you become more attuned to Jesus’ voice? Now reread the passage again and draw a box around or highlight in a different color all the words that speak to the shepherd’s (Jesus’) actions (call, lead, gather, walk ahead, sacrifice, etc). Can you see these actions of Jesus in your life? Do you need to decrease some distractions or increase your awareness to be more sensitive to his actions in your life? How can you become more attuned to Jesus’ actions? Finally, reread the passage once more and underline or highlight in a different color all the words that speak to the sheep’s (your) response to the shepherd (Jesus) (follow, recognize, listen, etc). In what ways are you responding to the voice and the actions of Jesus? How can you improve your listening skills? How can you grow in your willingness to trust and follow? Ask God for the strength, determination, and perseverance to continually listen for Jesus’ voice calling your name, to watch for his actions in your life, and to increase your ability to respond in faith to Jesus’ leading. As you have reread and reflected on this passage, what have you learned about Jesus? What have you learned about yourself and the Church?
Discussion starters  Use those questions that work best for you. 
1. Ice Breaker Question: How do you test whether or not someone is telling the truth? Do you check Consumer Reports, the Better Business Bureau, friends, references? How do you determine if religious leaders are telling the truth?
2. Was there something that jumped out at you, surprised you, encouraged you, or disturbed you from the readings this last week (or two)? Why?  
3. John 9:1-41  Read this passage aloud, assigning different people to read the parts of: Jesus, the disciples, the blind man, the blind man’s parents, the neighbors and crowd, the Pharisees, and the narrator. Have fun and put some expression into the reading. Remember, the Bible is a best-seller with blockbuster stories! Why do you think this miraculous healing account is so much longer than others? Discuss the increasing and decreasing “blindness” of the various characters in the story. How would you describe the “spiritual blindness” that is illustrated here? Outlining the actions and words of the blind man, trace the growth of the faith of the blind man through the story. How has your faith in Jesus grown in recent times? Where do you see religious leaders and/or the Church falling into “spiritual blindness” in our day? 
4. John 10:10  Try reading this verse in a paraphrase of the New Testament if you have one (The Message, J.B. Phillips, The Living Bible). What does this verse mean? Who is “the thief?” What does this verse teach you about the reality of evil? What is the good news for you in this verse? 
5. John 10:22-42 What more do you learn about Jesus and the sheep (us, the Church) in this passage? What are the good words for you in these verses? How has the importance of the miraculous healing of the man born blind in chapter 9 carried through chapters 9 and 10? 

6. John 11:1-44  What is your reaction to this extraordinary miracle? Why do you think Jesus delayed two more days (verse 6)? Outline the similarities and differences between how Martha and Mary encounter Jesus noting what they say, how they say it, and their physical actions. Are you more like Martha or Mary as you come to Jesus? Explain. We encounter Martha again here in John 11. How has she changed and matured – compare Luke 10:40 and John 11:20-27. Pay attention to the names and titles she gives Jesus. How are you doing with putting aside distractions in your life? It is often said that those whom Satan cannot make bad, he makes busy! Are you seeing growth in your faith as you clear life’s clutter and focus more and more on Jesus?

7. John 11:45-55 In the face of such an extraordinary miracle as raising Lazarus from the dead, why do think some of the Jews wanted to kill Jesus? What are some examples from history where Christians have followed the advice of Caiaphas in verse 50 and put aside Jesus in order to keep the peace? Do you have any examples from your own life?  
8. John 11:37  Have you ever had similar feelings? How can anyone understand God is a God of love with suffering and injustice in the world? What is God’s answer to those who cannot imagine God is a God of love? (Use John 13:33-35 and 1 John 4:11-12 to help answer this question.)

Bible verse to memorize: John 11:25-26
Caring Time

It is important to make time in your group to care for each other. Sometimes that happens during the discussion and sometimes it is good to end with a question that prompts prayer for one another. Some of the passages this week highlighted the importance of quieting the distractions in our lives so that we can hear Jesus. With that in mind, give each person a chance to answer this question: 

· What in your life needs to be quieted so that you can better hear Jesus? After each person has answered, have the person to their left pray for what the person shared. 
Also encourage people in the group to get together outside of the group time to foster deeper friendships with each other. Remember that small group is primarily about sharing life together. It has been said that the most important time in small groups is the time people connect outside of the meeting time. 

