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Week 12: John 12-14
Study Guide for the week of March 21-27, 2011

Personal reflection / journaling exercise

This week spend time reflecting on John 13:1-16, 31-35 

If you had been one of Jesus disciples when he washed feet, how would you have answered his question in verse 12? What does Jesus washing feet teach you? In verses 34-35 Jesus appears to give people (including non Christians) the right to judge whether or not we are truly Christians by the way they see us loving each other. Do you think that is fair? Why? How would you evaluate the level of love that you see displayed among the Christians you know? How would you evaluate yourself in the way you love other Christians? What do you see is the connection between Jesus washing feet and his teaching in verses 34-35? How would you describe the importance and value of Christians loving each other as Jesus has loved us? All of this teaching takes place in the shadow of the cross during the night before Jesus’ crucifixion, what Jesus calls his being “glorified” in verse 31. How does that affect you understanding of verse 34? 

Discussion starters  Use those questions that work best for you. 
1. Ice Breaker Question: What is the most disgusting job or task that you have had to do? 
2. Was there something that jumped out at you, surprised you, encouraged you, or disturbed you from the readings this last week (or two)? Why? 
3. John 12:1-11  Imagine being Lazarus, raised from the dead only to face death again. How do you think he felt? How do you think he lived in the time between his two deaths? How would you live today if you had already experienced death and it was no longer a great unknown? Read Romans 6:1-5. Did you know you’ve already died the only death that counts when you are baptized? How does that change your life?

4. John 12:1-11   Once again Mary displayed her devotion to Jesus, this time in an extravagant way. (see Luke 10:38-42) The perfume was exceedingly expensive. Can you think of an example where someone has displayed their devotion to Jesus in an extravagant way? Does it make you uncomfortable when someone does this? What would be some way you could show your devotion to Jesus in an extravagant way? 

5. John 12:16  Josh McDowell reports, “In the Old Testament there are sixty major messianic prophecies and approximately 270 ramifications that were fulfilled in open person, Jesus Christ. Using the science of probability, we find the chances of just forty-eight of these prophecies being fulfilled in one person to be right at one in 10157 (a one followed by 157 zeros!).” (A Ready Defense p. 210) The Gospels are filled with references to Old Testament prophecies that Jesus fulfilled. How does this affect your faith in Jesus?   
6. John 12:21-33  In an old church I saw a pulpit with three sides. Across the open back of the pulpit was a chain with a sign that quoted v. 21, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” The preacher had to look at this sign each he/she preached. If someone were to request this of you, what would you say or do to show the person Jesus? Notice how Jesus responds to the request. What does this say about how Jesus wants to be seen? How would you interpret v. 32?
7. John 12:37-50  According to this passage, why did people not believe in Jesus? Why do you think people still do not believe in Jesus?
8. John 14:1-3  This great promise is often read at funerals. How does this great promise affect you as you consider you own death?  

9. John 14:6  What do you understand this verse to mean and what are the ramifications? 

10. John 14:7-14  List the claims and promises Jesus is making in this passage. How do you react to these?

11. John 14:15-27 According to these verses, who is the Holy Spirit and what does the Holy Spirit do? Describe one way that you have seen the Holy Spirit working in your life.
Bible verse to memorize: John 13:34-35
Caring Time 
It is important to make time in your group to care for each other. Sometimes that happens during the discussion and sometimes it is best to end the time together with a question like this: 

What prayer needs or praises would like to share? 

After all have shared, pray together over what was shared. 
Also encourage people in the group to get together outside of the group time to foster deeper friendships with each other. Remember that small group is primarily about sharing life together. It has been said that the most important time in small groups is the time people connect outside of the meeting time.
