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Week 13: John 15-17
Study Guide for the week of March 28 - April 3, 2011

Personal reflection / journaling exercise

This week spend time reflecting on John 17:1-26 
This has been called Jesus’ “High Priestly Prayer”. As you reflect on this, keep in mind that Jesus knows he is about to be arrested, tortured, crucified. This is his last night. What would you pray if it was your last night? The prayer is divided into three parts: Jesus prays for himself, Jesus prays for his disciples, Jesus prays for all believers. Part 1 (verses 1-5): What do you imagine Jesus means when he asks his Father to, “Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.”? (Remember the cross looming over this prayer.) How does Jesus restate his mission here? What claims does Jesus make for himself here? Part 2 (verses 6-19): List the particular prayers Jesus prayed for his disciples. What statements did Jesus make about his disciples? Why do you imagine Jesus prayed what he did for his disciples? Do you think his prayers and statements could also apply to you? How?   Part 3 (verses 20-26): Verse 20 can be understood to include all people throughout history that will come to believe in Jesus through the message of the first apostles. This includes Christians of all times and places. List the particular prayers Jesus prays for all Christians. What statements did Jesus make about all Christians? Consider Jesus praying for you in verse 24. How do you react to this prayer and the others prayers listed here that Jesus prayed for you on the night before his crucifixion?   
Discussion starters  Use those questions that work best for you. 
1. Ice Breaker Question: What is a kind, generous, or caring thing that another person has done for you? We could all point to Jesus for this answer, but think of someone else and explain what the person did.  
2. Was there something that jumped out at you, surprised you, encouraged you, or disturbed you from the readings this last week (or two)? Why? 
3. John 15:1-8  What type of fruit do you think Jesus is talking about in this passage? Read Galatians 5:22-23. Who is Christian that seems to produce a lot of fruit? Do you know what the person’s connection to the vine is? Where do you see fruit be produced in your life? How healthy is your connection to the vine? What is something that would help to strengthen your connection to the vine? 
4. John 15:18 – 16:4  What do your learn from this passage about our Christian mission? What will happen? Does this encourage or discourage you? To what part of this passage do you most relate? 

5. John 16:17-33  Imagine that you are in that upper room watching this scene. You know what is about to happen. Try to imagine the passion of this dialogue. Jesus knows that in a short time he will be arrested, all his disciples will desert him, and he will suffer and die on the cross. The disciples are obviously clueless. With that in mind, what is the part of this dialogue that really grips you? How does this affect your love for Jesus?

6. John 16:33 This verse is a good summary of Jesus’ teaching during his last evening with his disciples before his arrest and crucifixion. What are his disciples facing in the world? What is the promise Jesus is making to his disciples? What trouble(s) or challenge(s) are you facing in this world? How does this promise of Jesus help you to face these?
Bible verse to memorize: John 16:33
Caring Time 
It is important to make time in your group to care for each other. Sometimes that happens during the discussion and sometimes it is best to end the time together with a question like this: 

What is a high or low that you are facing for which you would like us to pray? 

You are encouraged to devote time in your meeting to pray over the prayer requests. You could try having different people agree to offer the prayer for each of the prayer requests. 

Also encourage people in the group to get together outside of the group time to foster deeper friendships with each other. Remember that being in a small group is primarily about sharing life together. It has been said that the most important time in small groups is the time people connect outside of the meeting time.
