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Week 14: John 18-20
Study Guide for the week of April 4-10, 2011

Personal reflection / journaling exercise

This week spend time reflecting on John 20 & 21. Here is recorded the most important event in human history - the resurrection of Jesus. Using the Biblical record, put yourself in the place of Mary or one of the disciples and describe what you imagine they experienced on the day of Christ’s resurrection. What part of these chapters speaks to you the most? Why? How would you explain to a non-Christian why the resurrection of Jesus is the most important event in human history? Notice that Mary is the first Christian preacher (20:18). Her five-word sermon was repeated by the other disciples in 20:25. What does it mean to you that the resurrected Jesus chose first to reveal himself and the truth of the resurrection to Mary Magdalene? Expand on her five-word sermon to describe what, “I have seen the Lord!” means to you. How does the account of “Doubting” Thomas help or hinder your faith? How do you react to the fact that Jesus has you in mind in 20:29? What is the significance that the miraculous catch of fish (21:1-14) is so similar to one of Jesus’ first miracles (Luke 5:1-11)? In both miracles Peter is working at his profession, which is fishing. With this in mind, what do you think is the significance that Jesus calls Peter into ministry right after each of the miracles (Luke 5:10, John 21:15-19). How are the two calls similar or different? What is the resurrected Jesus calling you to do this day?  
 Discussion starters  If you are leading a small group, may not have time for all of these questions. Pick the ones that will work best for your group.
1. Ice Breaker Question: Read John 19:25-27. How has taking care of aging parents handled in your family? 
2. Was there something that jumped out at you, surprised you, encouraged you, or disturbed you from the readings this last week (or two)? Why?  
3. John 18:1-11  Compare and contrast this account of Jesus’ arrest with the other gospels (Matthew 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-51). What differences do you see? How does this affect your understanding of Jesus?

4. John 18:15-18  Matthew and Mark report that at Jesus’ arrest all the disciples deserted Jesus and fled. John’s account here shows that Peter and another, unnamed (maybe John), disciple followed and seemed to be standing in solidarity with Jesus outside the high priest’s house. What do you think of this account compared to the other gospels? Where are you able to stand strong in your following Jesus and where do you waver? 
5. How would you complete this sentence, “The reason that Jesus was born and came into the world was to …                       “  After you have shared your answers, read how Jesus stated this in 18:37. What do you think Jesus meant that he came “to testify to the truth”? 
6. John 18:38  Here Pilate sounds post-modern when he questions whether there is absolute truth. Do you believe there is absolute truth or do you believe that truth is relative? Why? Which understanding of truth (absolute or relative) better supports a basis for justice or a moral standard? Why? What is the standard of truth for followers of Jesus?

7. Pilate tried to deal with the “problem” of Jesus in four ways. Reread John 18:31; 18:39; 19:1-3; 19:15 to discover what those attempts were. Have you ever tried similar strategies when you faced a difficult situation? In dealing with Jesus? How successful were you?

8. Think through the events that spanned the time from Jesus’ arrest to his crucifixion. How did Jesus conduct himself? Why was Jesus able to remain calm and in control during these events? How is your composure during stressful times? What can you learn from Jesus about facing stress?

9. Compare what the Jewish leaders said in 19:15 with 19:21. This is just one example of the hypocritical behavior of the religious leaders during the arrest, trials, and crucifixion of Jesus. Can you think of other examples? How do we in the Church sometimes fall into behaving hypocritical or contrary to what Christ taught? 

10. Trace the story of Nicodemus through John’s Gospel – see John 3:1-21; 7:37-53; 19:38-42. What surprises you about Nicodemus’ journey from secret admirer to bold follower? Did Nicodemus experience instant perfection of his faith? Are there echoes of Nicodemus’ journey of faith in your own? What are they?

11. John 20:1-31  Here is recorded the most important event in human history - the resurrection of Jesus. Using the Biblical record, put yourself in the place of Mary or one of the disciples and describe what you imagine they experienced on the day of Christ’s resurrection.

Bible verse to memorize: John 20:29
Caring Time 
It is important to make time in your group to care for each other. Sometimes that happens during the discussion and sometimes it is best to end the time together with a question like this: 

What is a high or low that you are facing for which you would like us to pray? 

You are encouraged to devote time in your meeting to pray over the prayer requests. You could try having different people agree to offer the prayer for each of the prayer requests. 

Also encourage people in the group to get together outside of the group time to foster deeper friendships with each other. Remember that being in a small group is primarily about sharing life together. It has been said that the most important time in small groups is the time people connect outside of the meeting time.
