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Week 15: John 21 – Acts 5
Study Guide for the week of April 11-17, 2011

Personal reflection / journaling exercise

Spend some extra time with John 21:15-19 this week.

Peter denied Jesus three times. At the end of John’s Gospel, Jesus asks Peter the same question three times in an attempt to restore Peter. How does Peter appear to handle this questioning? What is Jesus’ consistent response to Peter’s assertion that he loves Jesus? What does this say about the relationship between love and action? Is the real test of love words or actions? How would you respond if Jesus asked you, “Do you love me?” Are you acting on your answer by not only talking the talk but also walking the walk? How? What areas in your life need a boost in walking more than talking? Can you identify the feelings, motives, or fears that are a barrier to acting on your faith and living a life of obedience to Jesus’ commands? With God’s grace, what could you do to begin to remove those barriers? Find a trusted friend with whom you can share your barriers and help you brainstorm ideas to begin to remove them. Ask them to hold you up in prayer and help you be accountable to walking the way of Jesus.

Discussion starters  If you are leading a small group, may not have time for all of these questions. Pick the ones that will work best for your group.
1. Ice Breaker Question: Who in your life is most responsible for sharing the Christian faith with you? Who is someone right now that is having strong effect on your faith? Explain.
2. Was there something that jumped out at you, surprised you, encouraged you, or disturbed you from the readings this last week (or two)? Why?  
3. John 21:15-19  Jesus asked Peter three times if Peter loved him. There is an old camp song that says, “Tell me how you love Jesus.” So, share with the group how you love Jesus and explain what that means for you. Add to this discussion that “love” in the Bible is not primarily a feeling, as we have come to limit love in our culture, but a lived out commitment. See John 14:15, 23, 24.

4. Acts 1:3-9  This is an account of Jesus’ resurrection we don’t normally read often since it is not in one of the gospels. Read it carefully and make note of what is new to you or unique to this account that is not found in the gospels. Discuss this.
5. Acts 2:1-41  This is the account of Pentecost, the birthday of the Church. Some would rank this as the third most important day in the Church Year, next to Easter and Good Friday. This is of particular importance: “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit …” (v.4). Before this day, the Holy Spirit, was reported coming only upon prophets, kings, and select others. Now the Holy Spirit was coming upon all believers. Discuss the implications of this. Reading verses 6-41 list and discuss the results of this out pouring of the Holy Spirit. 
6. Acts 2:14-39  This is the first of several speeches or sermons given by the apostles that are recorded in Acts. Outline and discuss the points that Peter makes. 
7. Acts 2:42-47  What are the activities and characteristics of the first Christian church recorded here? What are the activities and characteristics that you want to be in your church?
8. Acts 3:1-10  This is the first healing miracle done by anyone other than Jesus that is carefully detailed in the New Testament. This healing is one fulfillment of what Jesus promised in John 14:12-14. What do you think about faith healing in the Church today? In reading what follows the healing in verses 11-26, what appears to be the reason for the healing? 
9. Acts 3:19  How have you experienced “times of refreshing” from the Lord?”
10. Acts 4:11  Already we have seen in Peter’s speeches that he easily and effectively used Holy Scripture to talk about Jesus. (Acts 2:17-21, 25-28, 34-35) What is a Bible passage that helps you understand who Jesus is? What is a favorite Bible passage for you? How would you like to grow in your knowledge of Holy Scripture to be able to apply it like Peter?
11. Acts 5:1-11  The books of Acts records some wild events. This is one of them. Want do you make of it? Can you identify where you might be holding back part of your life from the Lord? 
12. Acts 5:13-14  These two verses seem to contradict each other. From what you have read so far in Acts, what do you think these two verses are describing? Share your opinion on this question: In our time, what is the reluctance and attraction to believing in Jesus?
13. Acts 5:29  Is there somewhere in your life where you feel a tension between obeying God rather than someone or something else?
Bible verse to memorize: Acts 4:12
Caring Time 
It is important to make time in your group to care for each other. Sometimes that happens during the discussion and sometimes it is best to end the time together with a question like this: 

What is a prayer for healing, for you or someone you know, that you would like us to pray? 

You are encouraged to devote time in your meeting to pray over the prayer requests. You could try having different people agree to offer the prayer for each of the prayer requests. 

Also encourage people in the group to get together outside of the group time to foster deeper friendships with each other. Remember that being in a small group is primarily about sharing life together. It has been said that the most important time in small groups is the time people connect outside of the meeting time.
