[image: image1.jpg]


Week 16: Acts 6-11
Study Guide for the week of April 18-24 (Easter Sunday), 2011

Personal reflection / journaling exercise

Spend some time this week reflecting on the life of Stephen, Acts 6-7.

Stephen is known as the first Christian martyr. Before you can die for Jesus, you need to live for him. What was remarkable about Stephen’s life? What gifts had Stephen received from the Holy Spirit? What did he do with these gifts? What is remarkable about your life? Yes, it is remarkable! You are the only one around with your own unique story, perspective, experiences, talents, and relationships. What gift(s) have you received from the Holy Spirit? How are you nurturing, developing, and using the gift(s)? Stephen ultimately clashed with the religious leaders because he followed the “Spirit” of the law, rather than the letter of the law which the leaders twisted to protect their own power, position and prestige. Where are you most open to the leading of the Spirit? Where are you struggling with the world’s idea of power, position and prestige? Stephen was accused of speaking against the Temple; Stephen actually understood the importance of the Temple, but more importantly, that God was not confined to the Temple. Read 2 Chronicles 6:18-21, a portion of Solomon’s prayer at the Dedication of the Temple. Now read 1 Corinthians 3:16-17. With the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, all believers become the temple where God dwells. This week, pray Solomon’s prayer, knowing God is watching over you, the place where he wishes to dwell.

Discussion starters  If you are leading a small group, may not have time for all of these questions. Pick the ones that will work best for your group.
1. Ice Breaker Question: Share with your group an event that was life-changing for you. After everyone has shared, identify any common elements in the stories people shared.
2. Was there something that jumped out at you, surprised you, encouraged you, or disturbed you from the readings this last week (or two)? Why?  
3. Acts 6:1-7  What do you imagine were the wisdom and benefits that came from the decision of the Twelve to delegate this responsibility? Is there anything you take from this is regards to how your congregation should function?

4. Acts 7:1-53  As you read Stephen’s history lesson of ancient Israel, do you see any special emphasis that Stephen is giving in his telling of the history? If so, what do you think is the point that Stephen was trying to make? 
5. Acts 8:9-25  As we have already seen in Acts, the Holy Spirit coming upon people is one of the defining marks of the early church. In this passage, notice all that happened before they received the Holy Spirit. What do you learn from this account of receiving the Holy Spirit? If you believe that you have received the Holy Spirit, describe how that happened. 
6. Acts 8:26-40  What do you learn from this account about sharing your faith with others (evangelism)?
7. Acts 9:1-31 The story of Saul’s conversion illustrates the truth that Jesus changes lives? What is one behavior or character trait that has changed for you as you have become a Christian and grown in the faith?

8. Acts 9:13-14, 26  What were the first reactions of Ananias and the disciples upon hearing of Saul’s conversion? Was there a time in your life when you had a bad reputation in the minds of some? What was that like for you and how did your react? Has there been a time in your life when others have been skeptical of a change that has happened to you? 

9. Acts 9:32-43  What is your reaction to these two miracles? Here is an example of what Jesus promised in John 14:21. In your opinion, do we Christians today embrace this promise of Jesus or not? Why do you think this is the way we are?
10. Acts 10  As you read the story of Cornelius and Peter in chapter 10, what jumps out at you? Verse 44 reports that the Holy Spirit came upon all who were listening to Peter’s sermon, as he was “still speaking.” Can you recall a sermon or teaching that was meaningful for you? Tell us about it.
11. Acts 11  This chapter gives you an understanding of just how shocking it was for some of the early Jewish Christians to be taking the message of Jesus to the Gentiles. Was there anything in this chapter that surprised you? Are there people today that you would be surprised to learn that they had heard the gospel, put their faith in Jesus, and been baptized? Is there someone or group of people that you have a personal desire for them to hear and believe?
Bible verse to memorize: Acts 10:34
Caring Time 
It is important to make time in your group to care for each other. Sometimes that happens during the discussion and sometimes it is best to end the time together with a question. Building off of question #11, answer this question: 
Is there a person that you would like us to pray that he/she come to faith in Jesus?
After everyone has shared, have each person pray for the person they identified.  
Also encourage people in the group to get together outside of the group time to foster deeper friendships with each other. Remember that being in a small group is primarily about sharing life together. It has been said that the most important time in small groups is the time people connect outside of the meeting time.
