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Week 17: Acts 12-18
Study Guide for the week of April 25 – May 1, 2011

Personal reflection / journaling exercise

Spend some time this week reflecting on the life of Barnabas, which you can find in Acts 4:36-37; 9:26-27; 11:19-26; 12:25-13:13; 13:42-15:39. Barnabas was nicknamed the Son of Encouragement. Is there someone in your life who is an encourager? When do you most need encouragement? Who are you encouraging? When do they most need encouragement? If you are a spouse or parent, what is your ratio of encouragement to criticism? Are you in or out of balance? Barnabas’ involvement in the younger John Mark’s life increased John Mark’s effectiveness in ministry. Are you investing in the life of someone so their Christian walk is deeper and fuller? How are you investing? Where do you see your investment producing more fruit? If you aren’t investing directly in someone, pray for God to show you a fellow believer to encourage and take the first steps to become more like Barnabas to them.

Discussion starters  If you are leading a small group, may not have time for all of these questions. Pick the ones that will work best for your group.
1. Ice Breaker Question: What is a trip that you have taken where you did not stay is one place but were traveling from one place to another throughout the trip? Do you like these kinds of trips or would your rather go to one place and stay there?   
2. Was there something that jumped out at you, surprised you, encouraged you, or disturbed you from the readings this last week (or two)? Why? 
3. Acts 12:1-2  James was the first of the 12 disciples to be put to death for his faith. Tradition teaches the all of the remaining disciples, except John, would eventually be martyred for following Christ. It has been said that that Christian Church was “built on the blood of the martyrs.” Christians continue to be martyred today. Talk about this and answer the question whether or not you would be willing to give up your life for your faith.

4. Acts 12:3-19  Peter’s miraculous escape from prison is an extraordinary account of God rescuing one of his own. What do you find interesting in this account? Describe a time when God rescued you from a “prison” you were in. 
5. Acts 13-15  Trace Paul’s first missionary journey on a map that you may have in your Bible. Note the miraculous works and preaching that are a clear indication that the Holy Spirit was working through them. 

6. Acts 13:6-12  Paul was familiar with how the Lord uses sudden blindness to lead someone to faith. It happened to him. Share with the group a time when you were able to use something you had experienced to help someone going through a similar experience. 
7. Acts 14:8-20  Paul and Barnabas had an eventful ministry in Lystra with wonderful highs and painful lows. Share with the group about a time when you spiritually felt on a mountain top and then experienced a spiritual valley. 
8. Acts 15:1-35 The Council of Jerusalem dealt with the question of whether Gentiles had to obey Jewish laws to be saved. Review the decisions and actions of this council and share your thoughts about their decisions and actions. Where are you tempted to put human-made traditions and rituals ahead of salvation by grace alone? (Acts 15:11) 
9. Acts 15:1-35  Does the Council of Jerusalem provide a good model for resolving conflict within the Church? Why or why not? 
10. Acts 16:1-5  Does Paul’s insisting of circumcising Timothy seem to run contrary to what Paul went to the Jerusalem council to argue? (See also a synopsis of the book of Galatians if available.) Why do you think Paul did this? Read also 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. What lessons do you learn from all this for living our your faith? 

11. Acts 16  This is an action-packed chapter. What is something you found compelling in this chapter? Why? What do you learn about personal evangelism from this chapter? 
12. Acts 17:1-15  How did some in Thessalonica live out their impassioned opposition to the message of Christ? Give any examples that you know from the past or present where the message of Christ faced determined opposition. Why do you think some are so passionately opposed to the message of Christ?

13. Acts 18:14-16  As you read through the rest of Acts, notice the similarities between Jesus and Paul as they faced opposition, arrest, and trial – Jesus on his way to Jerusalem, Paul on his way to Rome. 
Next week you will see that the book of Acts ends rather abruptly with Paul under house arrest in Rome. For next weeks study, have someone do research into the various opinions about what happened to Paul after the close of the book of Acts. 
Bible verse to memorize: Acts 15:11 “We believe is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”
Caring Time 
It is important to make time in your group to care for each other. Sometimes that happens during the discussion and sometimes it is best to end the time together with a question like this: 

Who is someone you know that needs encouragement right now and how can we pray for that person? 

After all have shared, go into a time of open prayer. Go around the circle and have each small group member pray for the person they said needs encouragement. As each person is prayed for, the others in the group are encouraged to add brief one-sentence prayers for the person. 

Also encourage people in the group to get together outside of the group time to foster deeper friendships with each other. Remember that being in a small group is primarily about sharing life together. It has been said that the most important time in a small group is the time people connect outside of the meeting time.
