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Week 18: Acts 19-26
Study Guide for the week of May 2-8, 2011

Personal reflection / journaling exercise

Spend some time this week reflecting on Acts 26 - Paul’s trial before King Agrippa and Festus. This is one of Paul’s personal testimonies of how he became a follower of Jesus Christ. You may want to compare this account with Acts 9:1-30; 22:1-21; and Galatians 1:11-23 to see what is unique in this testimony. Identify the aspects of Paul’s testimony that are very personal to him. What is the general outline of his testimony? It is likely that Paul thought through what he would say in his testimony before he gave it. Imagine if you were asked to give a testimony of how and why you became a Christian. What would you say? What is your faith story? Write out your testimony. This is a good exercise to do so that when God gives you an opportunity to share your testimony, you will be ready. (2 Timothy 4:2)  Try to write your testimony in such a way that you could speak it to someone in five minutes or less. Like Paul did, describe your life before you became a Christian, how you came to faith in Jesus, and how Jesus has changed your life since then. Make it personal. Then pray that God will use your testimony. Be ready to share it because God will likely put you into a conversation where sharing your faith story will be the natural think to say and this may help lead someone to faith in Jesus.    
Discussion starters  If you are leading a small group, may not have time for all of these questions. Pick the ones that will work best for your group.
1. Ice Breaker Question: What is something you have had to wait for? Was it easy or hard for you to wait?
2. Was there something that jumped out at you, surprised you, encouraged you, or disturbed you from the readings this last week (or two)? Why? 
3. Acts 19:11-12  What are your thoughts on this report? 
4. Acts 19:13-16  This account is either quite funny or quite convicting – or both! Here are convicting questions to consider: How are you attempting to use Jesus as the seven sons of Sceva were without really knowing him? Would the demons know you as a follower of Jesus or as a person who is trying to co-opt Jesus’ power for your own agenda?

5. Acts 19:19-20  Do you think there is ever a place for the burning of books? Explain. 
6. Acts 13-38  Share with the group about a time when you had to say good bye to someone and it was difficult. If you had to say goodbye to close family or friends, knowing that you would not see them again, what would you say?
7. Acts 21:17-26  What is the concern that James and the elders have about Paul? If you have a study Bible or commentary, find out about this vow that Paul and four others make. Why are Paul and the elders so concerned about Paul keeping the law? Share with the group about a time when you modified your behavior in order to help someone in their faith.
8. Acts 22:21-23  You see in the reaction of the crowd how volatile was the issue of the Gentiles being included in the promise. As we have seen in Acts, this was a big issue in much of the New Testament. Do you see anywhere in the Church today where people are having similar reactions to certain people being included in the promise? Talk about how inclusive you think the Church should be. What are the limits, if any, that you think the Church should have when including others? 
9. Acts 23:11  God told Paul he would preach in Rome. As you will read, the trip probably wasn’t what Paul had expected. Have you ever been surprised by the circumstances you’ve found yourself in? What were those circumstances and what had you hoped they would be? How did you react to the unexpected circumstances? How did God work through the unexpected circumstances?
10. Acts 23-26  Paul went through several trials, often going over the same ground that was covered in a previous trial. What differences do you find in what Paul said during each trial? Share with the group about a time when you had to defend yourself on multiply occasions over the same issue(s). If you were a Christ follower at the time, how was your faith able to help you in that situation? 
11. Acts 26  See the personal journaling exercise at the beginning of this study guide. As a group, you may want to begin having everyone share their personal faith journey with one person sharing each time that you meet until all have shared their faith journey. People can follow the personal journaling exercise to help guide the writing of their personal testimonies. As a group and as individuals you will find this to be a very rewarding and bonding experience. It also helps prepare you for sharing your faith with others.     
Preparing for next week: The book of Acts ends rather abruptly with Paul under house arrest in Rome. (Acts 28:30-31) You may want to have someone do some research into the various opinions about what happened to Paul after the close of the book of Acts. 
Bible verse to memorize: Acts 20:24 
Caring Time 
It is important to make time in your group to care for each other. Sometimes that happens during the discussion. If someone begins to share something personal, always be ready to pause the Bible study in order to care for that person through prayer, words of encouragement, and a hug. Try to avoid advice giving and simply be empathetic and present with the person.

It is often good to end the time together in prayer for each other. Go around the circle and have people share their answer to the following question. After everyone has shared, pray over what has been shared. You could have each person pray for the person to their left.  

What is something that you are waiting for that we could pray about for you? 

Also encourage people in the group to get together outside of the group time to foster deeper friendships with each other. Remember that being in a small group is primarily about sharing life together. It has been said that the most important time in small groups is the time people connect outside of the meeting time.
