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Week 19: Acts 27 –Romans 6
Study Guide for the week of May 9-15, 2011

Personal reflection / journaling exercise

Spend some time this week reflecting on Romans 6:1-23. This chapter teaches how God moves us away from being mastered by sin. We often describe sin as anything we think, say, do, or fail to do that violates God’s values taught in the Bible. What is a reoccurring sin that you have struggled with in the past? Have you come to accept that God wants to move you away from that sin? Can you see how God has put, or is putting, to death that sin so that you are moving away from “obeying its evil desires?” Are you pretty much done with that sin or are you just beginning to move away from it? Has this been a struggle for you or has it come easily? What is the feeling you have seeing that this sin is no longer “your master?” Has this journey away from that sin helped you to understand the difference between being a “slave to sin” and being a “slave to righteousness?” After you have moved away from this sin, what is another sin that God wants to move you away from? Make an honest inventory of your thoughts, words, and deeds that violate God’s values. Make another list of God-honoring thoughts, words, or deeds that God wants to move into your life. In prayer ask God to help you move through both lists so that you move from being a slave to sin towards being a slave to righteousness. Please remember that this is a life-long process. While you will never completely put sin behind you, you can grow into more God-honoring living. Romans 6:1 teaches that we are not to go on sinning that grace may increase. Through the work of the Holy Spirit, we can move away from sin in our lives.       
Discussion starters  If you are leading a small group, may not have time for all of these questions. Pick the ones that will work best for your group.
1. Ice Breaker Question: What was your most enjoyable, interesting, or scariest moment on a boat or ship? 
2. Was there something that jumped out at you, surprised you, encouraged you, or disturbed you from the readings this last week (or two)? Why? 
3. Acts 27:21-26  Discuss how Paul displays his intimacy with and trust in the Lord in this account. Share with the group about a time when the Lord gave you personal assurance about something. What was the situation, how did the Lord give you assurance, and what was the result? 
4. Acts 28:1-6  Here is one last wild account in the book of Acts. What are your thoughts? Do you think there is any connection to what the Resurrected Jesus said in Mark 16:18? Do you have a fear or dislike of snakes? 
5. Acts 28:17-28  Notice the interest that the Jews in Rome took in Paul and what he had to say. What do you suppose kept some of them from believing in Jesus? What do you think of Paul’s application of Isaiah 6:9-10?  
6. Acts 28:30-31 The book of Acts ends rather abruptly with Paul under house arrest in Rome.  If someone did research into the various opinions about what happened to Paul after the close of the book of Acts, discuss these questions: Was Paul released? Did he eventually go to Spain as was his stated plan? (Some of the early Church Father’s taught that Paul did go to Spain.) Was Paul martyred during Nero’s persecution around A.D. 65? Why, in either case, did Paul or Luke (the author of Acts) not inform their readers about what happened to Paul? 
7. Matthew – Acts  You have now finished the narrative portion of the New Testament and will be moving into letters (epistles) that Paul and other apostles wrote. Pause to discuss what you have learned from the four gospels and the books of Acts. What are one or two things you have learned from your reading of Matthew – Acts? Remember that you will now be reading letters. In these letters Paul and others address a wide range of subjects and issues. It will be helpful to have some insight into who each letter was written to, what the author is addressing in the letter, and the outline of letter. A study Bible or commentary will be helpful to have. Share with the group how your letter writing has changed during your life time. 

8. Romans 1:1-7  You will see a greeting like this at the start of Paul’s letters. Romans is Paul’s theological treatise.  Carefully outline what Paul says about Jesus in this greeting. 

9. Romans 1:16-17  Here Paul tips his hand as to what the first part (chapters 1-8) of his letter to the Romans will be addressing – no one is righteous and our being made right before God comes through faith alone in Christ alone. What does faith in Jesus mean to you?
10. Romans 1:18 – 3:20  Paul begins his theological treatise by teaching that no one is righteous and all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. How does this first section of Romans fill out your understanding of sin? What is one verse or sentence that helped to deepen your understanding of our sin before God?  
11. Romans 1:24-27 Homosexuality is a divisive issue in the Church today. Reading this passage in the context of Paul’s teaching on sin, discuss how this passage views homosexual behavior. 
12. Romans 3:21 This verse ushers in the good news, the gospel. Like 1:17 it announces that “a righteousness from God” has now come. It is not a “righteousness of God” that we must achieved in order to be saved. This is the verse that began to change Martin Luther’s whole understanding of how we are made right with God, are forgiven, and receive eternal life. It all comes from God to us as gift. All by grace! This verse ushered in the Reformation. Reflecting on this verse and the rest of chapter 3, talk about what it means to you that the whole work of salvation has been accomplished for us by Christ. 
13. Romans 4:1-25  To illustrate that we are saved by faith alone, Paul uses the account of when Abraham believed “against all hope” that he would still have a son. Talk through the story of Abraham. Tell the group about a time when you continued to believe something would happen even in the face of doubt. 
14. Romans 5:3-5  What does this passage teach regarding the purpose or meaning God can bring to our suffering? Share with the group about a time when God brought purpose or meaning to suffering or disappointment that you were experiencing. 
15. Roman 5:8  What does this verse teach you?
16. Romans 6:1-14  What is a sinful behavior in your life that God has put, or is putting, to death so that you are moving away from “obeying its evil desires?” Has this been a struggle for you? What is the feeling you have seeing that this sin is no longer “your master?”      
Bible verse to memorize: Romans 6:23 
Caring Time 
It is important to make time in your group to care for each other. Sometimes that happens during the discussion and sometimes it is best to end the time together in prayer for each other. This week you are encouraged to go deeper with each other. Remind each other of the absolute confidentiality that you share and the love and acceptance we have with each other. We all have issues that we are struggling with and it is helpful to know there is a group of people who understand and accept us and are praying for us. This could be one of your most transforming group sessions if you are willing to trust each other. With all that in mind, answer this question: 

What is a sin in your life that you are struggling to move away from about which we can pray for you? 
After each person has shared, pause to pray for that person. 
Also encourage people in the group to get together outside of the group time to foster deeper friendships with each other. Remember that being in a small group is primarily about sharing life together. It has been said that the most important time in small groups is the time people connect outside of the meeting time.
