Week 20: Romans 7-13
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Study Guide for the week of May 16-22, 2011

Personal reflection / journaling exercise

Spend some time this week reflecting on Romans 8.  Some consider this chapter to be the most important in the whole Bible. There is an analogy some have used. If the Bible is God’s love letter to us, it could be represented as a ring God gives us. The book of Romans is the diamond on that ring and chapter 8 is the sparkle on that diamond. Slowly read through the chapter. What is your favorite part of chapter 8 and why? Here are some verses and questions to reflect on. If you are leading a group, you could use these questions for your group study:

· 8:5-11 Describe the difference between having your mind controlled by the sinful nature versus having your mind controlled by the Spirit? Describe how you struggle with this?
· 8:15-17  What do these verses teach about your position with God, the Father? Is it helpful and positive for you to see God as your Father (Papa = Abba)? Why or why not?
· 8:18-25  Describe the longing you have for eternal life? Place your longing along this scale:  Patiently Waiting ( - - - - - - - Eager Expectation - - - - - - - ( Groaning Inwardly

· 8:26-27 What does this passage teach you about prayer? How do you react to this teaching? How has the Spirit interceded for you?
· 8:28  Is it easy or difficult for you to believe this promise? Why?
· 8:31-34  What does it do to your faith to see Jesus as your defense attorney before the throne of God? Remember that Jesus is also the judge. According to this passage, is there anything in your life that can be held against you if you are in Christ Jesus? 
· 8:35-39  This passage is the brightest light in the sparkle. As you examine your own life, is there something you would like to add to the list of things that can not separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus? Maybe this is something that you have thought would separate you from the love of God. Describe what it is and then joyfully add it to the list. It is vital to remember that it is the death and resurrection of Jesus that has made us eternally reconciled with God; it is the “love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
· Slowly read through chapter 8 again and identify those parts that really speak to you. 
Discussion starters  If you are leading a small group, may not have time for all of these questions. Pick the ones that will work best for your group.
2. Ice Breaker Question: What were one or two of the most important rules or values in your family when you were growing up?
3. Was there something that jumped out at you, surprised you, encouraged you, or disturbed you from the readings this last week (or two)? Why? 
4. Romans 7:6  What do you think is the difference between serving “in the new way of the Spirit” and serving “in the old way of the written code?” Honestly answer this question: Why do you obey the commands of the Lord? Does your reason fit with what is taught in Romans?
5. Romans 7:7-11  Do you think that we tend to be more attracted to those behaviors that God’s law in the Bible tells us “You shall not” do? 

6. Romans 7:14-20  Some have called this the “Do Do” passage. Do you agree with what it is teaching? Why? Do you find this same thing happening in your own life? Explain? Is there a sin in your life that has this kind of hold on you? You are encouraged to trust your group enough to share that struggle and then have the group pray for you in that struggle. Remind each other of the covenant of confidentiality and trust that you have with each other.

7. Romans 9-11  In these chapters, Paul is addressing the question of those Jews who do not believe in Jesus. You are encouraged to read straight through these chapters in one sitting. What are your conclusions about what Paul teaches in these chapters? According to Paul, are all the Jews saved? If so, how and when does this happen? Explain using these chapters. What do you think about this?  
8. Romans 10:14-17  According to this passage, how do we gain faith? Who were the people that spoke to you the message of Christ that led to you having faith in Jesus? What does this passage imply about those who never have a good opportunity to hear the message of Christ? Does this passage imply that unless people hear the message of Christ, they will not come to faith in Him? How does this shape your thinking about the work of the Church? 
9. Romans 12:3-8 In his letters, Paul lists 20 spiritual gifts. This is the first list of spiritual gifts in Paul’s letters: prophesy, serving, teaching, encouraging, contributing to the needs of others, leadership, and mercy. With the help of a study Bible or commentary, describe each gift. Every believer has at least one spiritual gift. Do you think that you have any of these gifts? Explain. What do you learn about spiritual gifts from the introduction in verses 3-6a. 
10. Romans 12:9-21  In this list of exhortations, Paul is encouraging us to do certain things and not do others. Which is the one that may be important for you to follow now in your life? Why? 
11. Romans 13:1-7  What does this passage teach about being a citizen? Is there anything in this passage that you have some trouble accepting? Where or when are you most resistant to obeying those in authority over you? Is there a conflict between obedience to the governing authorities and engaging in acts of civil disobedience in the face of unjust policies? Is there a place for civil disobedience? Explain. What is the practical value in placing your loyalty to God before your loyalty to a nation? Do you know anyone who resisted the governing authorities as an act of their greater loyalty to God? 
12. Romans 13:11-12  As you read through Paul’s letters, you will pick up clues like this which indicate that Paul believed he was living in the end times and that Jesus was about to return to bring in the new age. When do you think Jesus will return?
Bible verse to memorize: Romans 8:35, 38-39 (It is so worth it to memorize these verses) 
Caring Time 
It is important to make time in your group to care for each other. Sometimes that happens during the discussion and sometimes it is best to end the time together with a question like this: 

What is a high or low that you are facing for which you would like us to pray? 

You are encouraged to devote time in your meeting to pray over the prayer requests. You could try having different people agree to offer the prayer for each of the prayer requests. 

Also encourage people in the group to get together outside of the group time to foster deeper friendships with each other. Remember that being in a small group is primarily about sharing life together. It has been said that the most important time in small groups is the time people connect outside of the meeting time.
